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Labour Market Bulletin 

This Labour Market Bulletin provides an analysis of Labour Force Survey results for the province of Manitoba, including the 
regions of Winnipeg, Northern Manitoba and Southern Manitoba. 

 

OVERVIEW 

Employment 

Employment in Manitoba grew by 2,600 during the month of August; however, employment remains 
unchanged compared to the same time last year. Overall employment growth in the month of August was 
generated by part-time employment gains (+4,800), which more than offset losses in full-time employment  
(-2,300).1  

Global events continue to create uncertainty in the Province. U.S. tariffs on steel (25%) and aluminum (10%) 
remain in effect, and the trade war between China and the U.S. has disrupted agriculture prices world-wide.2 
While employment in fabricated metal and machinery manufacturing remain relatively unchanged, China’s 
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. soybeans and pork has led to downward pressure on their North American prices, and 
in turn are hurting Manitoba farmers.3,4 In addition, the U.S. has threatened additional tariffs of 25% on 
Canada’s auto sector, and should that come to pass, Manitoba’s manufacturers of long-haul transportation 
parts could face additional financial challenges.5 

Despite all this, the provincial labour force remains relatively stable. In August, employment increased in the 
public sector (+7,100), yet decreased in the private sector (-3,100). Self-employment declined by 1,500 to 
91,100; yet, has grown by 3,700 since the same time last year.6 

According to most recent data (June 2018), the number of regular Employment Insurance beneficiaries in 
Manitoba declined slightly to 15,130 (-1%) compared to the same time last year. In June, women accounted for 
roughly a third of all beneficiaries; and yet they represented approximately 45% of all unemployed 
Manitobans.7,8    
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Unemployment 

In August, Manitoba’s unemployment rate improved slightly to 5.8%. However, Manitoba’s economy is still at 
risk as NAFTA negotiations remain unresolved. According to the Conference Board of Canada, ongoing tariffs 
on steel (25%) and aluminum (10%), and potentially tariffs on the auto industry (25%), are likely to adversely 
affect Canada’s annual Real GDP growth.9   

Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics 

Seasonally Adjusted  
Monthly Data August 2018 July 2018 August 2017 

Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 
Population 15 + ('000) 1,026.7 1,026.0 1,015.9 0.7 0.1 10.8 1.1 
Labour Force ('000) 689.1 687.8 683.7 1.3 0.2 5.4 0.8 
Employment ('000) 649.2 646.6 649.2 2.6 0.4 0.0 0.0 
   Full-Time ('000) 522.2 524.5 520.0 -2.3 -0.4 2.2 0.4 
   Part-Time ('000) 127.0 122.2 129.3 4.8 3.9 -2.3 -1.8 
Unemployment ('000) 39.9 41.2 34.4 -1.3 -3.2 5.5 16.0 
Unemployment Rate (%) 5.8 6.0 5.0 -0.2 - 0.8 - 
Participation Rate (%) 67.1 67.0 67.3 0.1 - -0.2 - 
Employment Rate (%) 63.2 63.0 63.9 0.2 - -0.7 - 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0287-01, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 

 

 

In Manitoba, the unemployment rate for those aged 15-24 decreased by 0.8 percentage points in August to 
10.3%. By comparison, the unemployment rate for Manitobans aged 25 years and older remained unchanged 
at 4.9%.  
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Since August of 2017, the youth unemployment rate decreased by 0.7 percentage points, as the number of 
unemployed young women decreased to 4,000 (-1,800); yet was partially offset by the number of unemployed 
young men having increased to 7,300 (+900).10 During the same period, the unemployment rate for people 25 
years and older increased by 1.0 percentage points.  

Manitoba Monthly Unemployment Rates, by Gender and Age 

Seasonally Adjusted Data August 2018 
(%) 

July 2018 
(%) 

August 2017 
(%) 

Monthly  
Variation 

Yearly  
Variation 

(% points) (% points) 
Total 5.8 6.0 5.0 -0.2 0.8 
  25 years and over 4.9 5.0 3.9 -0.1 1.0 
    Men - 25 years and over 5.2 5.4 4.1 -0.2 1.1 
    Women - 25 years and over 4.6 4.6 3.6 0.0 1.0 
  15 to 24 years 10.3 11.1 11.0 -0.8 -0.7 
    Men - 15 to 24 years 12.8 11.6 11.3 1.2 1.5 
    Women - 15 to 24 years 7.6 10.5 10.9 -2.9 -3.3 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0287, formerly CANSIM 282-0087 

 

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY 

Manitoba’s goods-producing sector employed 8,800 (-5.8%) fewer workers compared to the same time last 
year. The significant employment losses were in utilities (-1,200), construction (-2,700), and manufacturing  
(-5,400). Meanwhile, agriculture and resource extraction (forestry, fishing, mining quarrying, oil and gas) each 
slightly grew by 300.  

This summer the U.S. government levied tariffs on Mexico and China, and consequently America was hit with 
retaliatory tariffs on a variety of products, including pork. With the U.S. pork industry heavily intertwined with 
Canada’s, the tariffs created an oversupply of pork and U.S. producers were forced to cut their prices, hurting 
Canadian pork producers as well. In August, Manitoba pork producers were pressuring the federal government 
to sign the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership, a trade deal that includes Japan, one of 
Manitoba’s largest export markets for pork.11 Manitoba pork producers are hoping that Canada signs onto the 
agreement soon, so that it can gain quicker access and larger market shares with other signatory countries. 

Manitoba’s agriculture industry is also likely to be less productive than last year, due in part to low levels of 
rain and dry soil. Livestock farmers are now facing a shortage of feed in the coming months, and are seeking 
other sources. As such, the provincial government is temporarily permitting famers to cut hay and graze 
animals on crown land.12 Despite access to additional tools and resources to help livestock farmers, some 
farmers may still have to sell some cattle should feed levels not improve.13,14 

The construction industry is likely to see employment growth in the short term, due in part to the construction 
of Enbridge’s Line 3 pipeline in Southwest Manitoba. The company estimates around 3,824 temporary jobs will 
be created in Manitoba.15 Meanwhile, progress continues on the Bi-pole III transmission line, as construction of 
the HVDC converter stations are now complete. The consortium of Siemens and Mortenson completed the two 



Labour Market Bulletin – Manitoba – August 2018                                                                                              Page 4 

 

 

converter stations, including the Keewatinohk station in northern Manitoba, and the Riel Converter station 
near Winnipeg.16   

In August, employment in the goods-producing sector decreased largely in part to job losses in manufacturing 
(-2,600). Employment increased in the forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas industries (+700), yet 
remained relatively unchanged in agriculture, utilities, and construction.  

Despite weakness in the manufacturing sector, there are still some companies showing signs of growth. 
Winnipeg-based NewFlyer announced that the Société de transport de Montréal and the Société de transport 
de Laval awarded the company a contract for 40 electric busses.17 Additionally, Winnipeg’s PGW Defence 
Technologies signed a $1-M deal to sell sniper rifles to the Ukraine.18 Nonetheless, the ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding NAFTA negotiations and the continued steel and aluminum tariffs are placing continued pressure 
on the province’s manufacturing sector. 

Compared to August 2017, employment within the services-producing sector grew across the province by 
8,800 (+1.8%), simultaneously offsetting the job losses from the goods producing sector. Employment growth 
was predominantly in transportation and warehousing (+4,000), health care and social assistance (+3,100), 
public administration (+2,700), and other services (+2,300).   

On the month, employment growth was led by business, building and other support services (+1,700), 
educational services (+1,600), and trade (+1,600). However, there were job losses in information, culture and 
recreation (-700), and accommodation and food services (-900).  

  



Labour Market Bulletin – Manitoba – August 2018                                                                                              Page 5 

 

 

Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Industry 

Seasonally Adjusted  
Data ('000) 

August  
2018 

July 
 2018 

August  
2017 

Monthly Variation Yearly Variation 

Number % Number % 

Total employed, all industries 649.2 646.7 649.2 2.5 0.4 0.0 0.0 
Goods-producing sector 144.1 146.2 152.9 -2.1 -1.4 -8.8 -5.8 
  Agriculture 24.7 24.6 24.4 0.1 0.4 0.3 1.2 
  Forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying,  
  oil and gas 6.8 6.1 6.5 0.7 11.5 0.3 4.6 

  Utilities 7.0 7.1 8.2 -0.1 -1.4 -1.2 -14.6 
  Construction 45.5 45.6 48.2 -0.1 -0.2 -2.7 -5.6 
  Manufacturing 60.1 62.7 65.5 -2.6 -4.1 -5.4 -8.2 
Services-producing sector 505.1 500.4 496.3 4.7 0.9 8.8 1.8 
  Trade 89.5 87.9 91.6 1.6 1.8 -2.1 -2.3 
  Transportation and warehousing 40.4 39.9 36.4 0.5 1.3 4.0 11.0 
  Finance, insurance, real estate  
  and leasing 36.1 36.2 37.7 -0.1 -0.3 -1.6 -4.2 

  Professional, scientific  
  and technical services 27.9 28.3 27.7 -0.4 -1.4 0.2 0.7 

  Business, building  
  and other support services 21.9 20.2 20.5 1.7 8.4 1.4 6.8 

  Educational services 51.8 50.2 51.9 1.6 3.2 -0.1 -0.2 
  Health care and social assistance 106.3 105.3 103.2 1.0 0.9 3.1 3.0 
  Information, culture and recreation 23.3 24.0 24.4 -0.7 -2.9 -1.1 -4.5 
  Accommodation and food services 42.6 43.5 42.6 -0.9 -2.1 0.0 0.0 
  Other services 30.1 30.7 27.8 -0.6 -2.0 2.3 8.3 
  Public administration 35.2 34.3 32.5 0.9 2.6 2.7 8.3 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0355, formerly CANSIM 282-0088 

 

REGIONAL ANALYSIS 

Within the past year, employment grew marginally in three of Manitoba’s six economic regions, Winnipeg 
(+6,600), Southwest (+200), and Southeast (+300). Over the same period, the unemployment rates grew in 
Southeast, South Central and North Central, Winnipeg, and Interlake.  

Poor cell service within the Alonsa area prevented residents from being warned of a deadly EF-4 tornado on 
the third of August.19 Days later, the Manitoba government awarded Bell Mobility a contract worth $380 
million to replace its aging FleetNet emergency system. Five additional telecommunication towers will be 
constructed to expand coverage across Northern Manitoba, and new mobile towers will be provided for 
emergencies. The new system will include radios with GPS, and advanced radio encryption for secure 
communications and compatibility with other systems outside of the province.20 

The provincial government funded a few other initiatives over the summer, including an additional $3.7 million 
in grants for 225 community development projects, and $5.4 million to support over 700 community Green 
Team projects. Between May 1 and August 31, over 1,200 youth were employed through the Green Team 
program. 21,22 
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Meanwhile, the Government of Canada provided Manitoba with the first of two $36 million instalments under 
the National Gas Tax. The funding is to support local infrastructure projects, including water systems, roads, 
and recreation centres.23 

Manitoba Monthly Labour Force Statistics, by Economic Region 

 Employment Unemployment Rate 
3-Month Moving Averages August August Yearly  August August Yearly  

Seasonally Unadjusted Data 2018 2017 Variation 2018 2017 Variation 
  ('000) ('000) (%) (%) (%) (% points) 

Manitoba 656.2 655.4 0.1 6.2 5.4 0.8 
Economic Regions             
  Southeast 64.5 64.2 0.5 4.7 3.2 1.5 
  South Central and North Central 54.4 57.4 -5.2 4.6 3.7 0.9 
  Southwest 56.1 55.9 0.4 4.6 5.7 -1.1 
  Winnipeg 401.6 395.0 1.7 7.0 6.1 0.9 
  Interlake 45.9 47.5 -3.4 5.4 4.0 1.4 
  Parklands and Northern 33.7 35.4 -4.8 5.6 5.9 -0.3 

Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
Source: Statistics Canada – Table 14-10-0293, formerly CANSIM 282-0122 

Since August 2017, Winnipeg saw employment increase by 1.7%. Over the same period, the unemployment 
rate grew by 0.9 percentage points to 7.0%. Construction in the city could expand slightly in the coming 
months, as the number of building permits issued in July grew to 145.24 For instance, the Peguis First Nation 
attained its first urban reserve in Winnipeg this August. The new urban reserve will eventually include retail, 
residential, and office space. Construction of the retail space has begun, and is expected to be completed in 
December.25 Additionally, renovations of the former Target store in Polo Park are almost complete, as the new 
24-7 Intouch call centre is now operational. After years sitting vacant, the former Target store is expected to 
employ over 500 new 24-7 Intouch employees before the end of the year.26 

Within the past year, employment declined significantly by 5.2% in South Central and North Central, and its 
unemployment rate increased by 0.9 percentage points. The labour market within the region is likely to 
improve over the coming months, as construction on Enbridge’s Line 3 replacement pipeline in Manitoba has 
begun. Enbridge estimates that the project will create around 3,824 jobs in the province.27  

Employment within Interlake declined by 3.4%, and its unemployment rate grew by 1.4 percentage points. 
There could be a jump in agricultural employment in September, as insufficient rainfall over the past weeks has 
led to an early harvest of most crops. However, the region is in dire need of rainfall as soil conditions and most 
dugouts remain dry.28 

This August, the federal and provincial governments announced the completion of 190 homes on the new Lake 
St. Martin reserve lands. It has been years since members of the Lake St. Martin First Nation were able to 
return to their community following the devastating flood of 2011. Several First Nation communities were 
destroyed by the flooding, forcing the evacuation of thousands of people. Work continues on another 130 
homes and they are expected to be completed this November. As of June, about 1,700 evacuees have yet to 
return home.29 
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Compared to August 2017, employment in Parklands and North declined by 1,700 as the region saw two 
rounds of layoffs at Thompson’s Vale operations, the single rail line to Churchill remain in disrepair, and fewer 
active hires on the Keeyask construction site near Gillam.30,31,32,33,34 

Since a spring flood in 2017 destroyed the sole rail line into the town of Churchill, residents endured over a 
year of economic and transportation challenges as the rail line sat in disrepair. Fortunately, Arctic Gateway 
Group is now the new owner of the rail line, marine tank, and the Port of Churchill. Following the purchase 
from Omnitrax, the consortium hopes to have the rail line operational within the next 90 days.35 Already, two 
Canadian companies have been contracted to repair the rail line, Brandon-based Cando Rail Services, and 
Alberta-based Paradox Access Solutions.36  

In response to Greyhound Canada’s eventual departure from Northern Manitoba, Thompson Bus, a new 
passenger and freight service provider, announced it will begin operations on September 10. The company will 
offer limited routes within the region and to Winnipeg.37 

Note: In preparing this document, the authors have taken care to provide clients with labour market information that is 
timely and accurate at the time of publication. Since labour market conditions are dynamic, some of the information 
presented here may have changed since this document was published. Users are encouraged to also refer to other sources 
for additional information on the local economy and labour market. Information contained in this document does not 
necessarily reflect official policies of Employment and Social Development Canada. 

 
Prepared by: Labour Market Information (LMI) Directorate, Service Canada, Manitoba 
For further information, please contact the LMI team at: http://www.esdc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/contact/edsc-
esdc/eng/contact_us.aspx?section=lmi 
For information on the Labour Force Survey, please visit the Statistics Canada Web site at: www.statcan.gc.ca 
 
© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada as represented by Employment and Social Development Canada, 
2018, all rights reserved 
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